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PAPER 3

Assessment
Examiners and marking

The quality assurance of Speaking Examiners (SEs) is 
managed by Team Leaders (TLs). TLs ensure all examiners 
successfully complete examiner training and regular 
certification of procedure and assessment before they 
examine. TLs are in turn responsible to a Professional 
Support Leader (PSL) who is the professional representative 
of Cambridge English Language Assessment for the 
Speaking tests in a given country or region. 

Annual examiner certification involves attendance at a 
face-to-face meeting to focus on and discuss assessment 
and procedure, followed by the marking of sample 
Speaking tests in an online environment. Examiners must 
complete standardisation of assessment for all relevant 
levels each year and are regularly monitored during live 
testing sessions.

Assessment scales

Throughout the test candidates are assessed on their own 
individual performance and not in relation to each other. 
They are awarded marks by two examiners: the assessor 
and the interlocutor. The assessor awards marks by applying 
performance descriptors from the analytical assessment 
scales for the following criteria:

•	 Grammar and Vocabulary

•	 Discourse Management

•	 Pronunciation

•	 Interactive Communication.

The interlocutor awards a mark for global achievement 
using the global achievement scale.

B1 Global achievement

5 Handles communication on familiar topics, 
despite some hesitation.

Organises extended discourse but occasionally 
produces utterances that lack coherence, and 
some inaccuracies and inappropriate usage occur.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

3 Handles communication in everyday situations, 
despite hesitation.

Constructs longer utterances but is not able 
to use complex language except in well-
rehearsed utterances.

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3.

1 Conveys basic meaning in very familiar 
everyday situations.

Produces utterances which tend to be very short 
– words or phrases – with frequent hesitation 
and pauses.

0 Performance below Band 1.

Assessment for Cambridge English: Preliminary is based on 
performance across all parts of the test, and is achieved by 
applying the relevant descriptors in the assessment scales. 
The assessment scales for Cambridge English: Preliminary 
(shown on page 62) are extracted from the overall Speaking 
scales on page 63.
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Cambridge English: Preliminary Speaking Examiners use a more detailed version of the following assessment scales, 
extracted from the overall Speaking scales on page 63.

B1 Grammar and Vocabulary Discourse Management Pronunciation
Interactive 
Communication

5 Shows a good degree of control 
of simple grammatical forms, 
and attempts some complex 
grammatical forms. 

Uses a range of appropriate 
vocabulary to give and 
exchange views on 
familiar topics.

Produces extended stretches 
of language despite 
some hesitation.

Contributions are relevant 
despite some repetition.

Uses a range of 
cohesive devices.

Is intelligible.

Intonation is 
generally appropriate.

Sentence and word stress is 
generally accurately placed.

Individual sounds are generally 
articulated clearly.

Initiates and 
responds appropriately.

Maintains and develops 
the interaction and 
negotiates towards 
an outcome with very 
little support.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

3 Shows a good degree of control 
of simple grammatical forms. 

Uses a range of appropriate 
vocabulary when talking about 
familiar topics.

Produces responses which are 
extended beyond short phrases, 
despite hesitation. 

Contributions are mostly 
relevant, but there may be 
some repetition.

Uses basic cohesive devices.

Is mostly intelligible, and has 
some control of phonological 
features at both utterance and 
word levels.

Initiates and 
responds appropriately.

Keeps the interaction 
going with very little 
prompting and support.

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3.

1 Shows sufficient control of 
simple grammatical forms.

Uses a limited range of 
appropriate vocabulary to talk 
about familiar topics.

Produces responses which are 
characterised by short phrases 
and frequent hesitation.

Repeats information or 
digresses from the topic.

Is mostly intelligible, 
despite limited control of 
phonological features.

Maintains simple 
exchanges, despite 
some difficulty.

Requires prompting 
and support.

0 Performance below Band 1.
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Speaking assessment 
glossary of terms
1. GENERAL

CONVEYING BASIC MEANING
Conveying basic meaning: the ability 
of candidates to get their message 
across to their listeners, despite possible 
inaccuracies in the structure and/or 
delivery of the message. 

SITUATIONS AND TOPICS
Everyday situations: situations that 
candidates come across in their everyday 
lives, e.g. having a meal, asking for 
information, shopping, going out with 
friends or family, travelling to school or 
work, taking part in leisure activities. A 
Cambridge English: Key (KET) task that 
requires candidates to exchange details 
about a store’s opening hours exemplifies 
an everyday situation. 

Familiar topics: topics about which 
candidates can be expected to have 
some knowledge or personal experience. 
Cambridge English: First (FCE) tasks that 
require candidates to talk about what 
people like to do on holiday, or what 
it is like to do different jobs, exemplify 
familiar topics.

Unfamiliar topics: topics which candidates 
would not be expected to have much 
personal experience of. Cambridge 
English: Advanced (CAE) tasks that require 
candidates to speculate about whether 
people in the world today only care about 
themselves, or the kinds of problems that 
having a lot of money can cause, exemplify 
unfamiliar topics.

Abstract topics: topics which include ideas 
rather than concrete situations or events. 
Cambridge English: Proficiency (CPE) tasks 
that require candidates to discuss how far 
the development of our civilisation has 
been affected by chance discoveries or 
events, or the impact of writing on society, 
exemplify abstract topics. 

UTTERANCE 
Utterance: people generally write in 
sentences and they speak in utterances. 
An utterance may be as short as a word or 
phrase, or a longer stretch of language.

2. GRAMMAR  
AND VOCABULARY

APPROPRIACY OF VOCABULARY
Appropriacy of vocabulary: the use of 
words and phrases that fit the context 
of the given task. For example, in the 
utterance I’m very sensible to noise, the 
word sensible is inappropriate as the word 
should be sensitive. Another example 
would be Today’s big snow makes getting 
around the city difficult. The phrase getting 
around is well suited to this situation. 
However, big snow is inappropriate as big 
and snow are not used together. Heavy 
snow would be appropriate.

FLEXIBILITY
Flexibility: the ability of candidates to 
adapt the language they use in order to 
give emphasis, to differentiate according 
to the context, and to eliminate ambiguity. 
Examples of this would be reformulating 
and paraphrasing ideas.

GRAMMATICAL CONTROL
Grammatical control: the ability to 
consistently use grammar accurately and 
appropriately to convey intended meaning. 

Where language specifications are 
provided at lower levels (as in Cambridge 
English: Key (KET) and Cambridge English: 
Preliminary (PET)), candidates may have 
control of only the simplest exponents of 
the listed forms.

Attempts at control: sporadic and 
inconsistent use of accurate and 
appropriate grammatical forms. For 
example, the inconsistent use of one form 
in terms of structure or meaning, the 
production of one part of a complex form 
incorrectly or the use of some complex 
forms correctly and some incorrectly. 

Spoken language often involves false 
starts, incomplete utterances, ellipsis and 
reformulation. Where communication is 
achieved, such features are not penalised.

GRAMMATICAL FORMS
Simple grammatical forms: words, 
phrases, basic tenses and simple clauses. 

Complex grammatical forms: longer 
and more complex utterances, e.g. 
noun clauses, relative and adverb 
clauses, subordination, passive forms, 

infinitives, verb patterns, modal forms and 
tense contrasts.

RANGE 
Range: the variety of words and 
grammatical forms a candidate uses. 
At higher levels, candidates will make 
increasing use of a greater variety of 
words, fixed phrases, collocations and 
grammatical forms.

3. DISCOURSE MANAGEMENT

COHERENCE AND COHESION
Coherence and cohesion are difficult to 
separate in discourse. Broadly speaking, 
coherence refers to a clear and logical 
stretch of speech which can be easily 
followed by a listener. Cohesion refers to 
a stretch of speech which is unified and 
structurally organised. 

Coherence and cohesion can be achieved 
in a variety of ways, including with the use 
of cohesive devices, related vocabulary, 
grammar and discourse markers.

Cohesive devices: words or phrases which 
indicate relationships between utterances, 
e.g. addition (and, in addition, moreover); 
consequence (so, therefore, as a result); 
order of information (first, second, next, 
finally). 

At higher levels, candidates should be able 
to provide cohesion not just with basic 
cohesive devices (e.g. and, but, or, then, 
finally) but also with more sophisticated 
devices (e.g. therefore, moreover, as a result, 
in addition, however, on the other hand).

Related vocabulary: the use of several 
items from the same lexical set, e.g. 
train, station, platform, carriage; or study, 
learn, revise.

Grammatical devices: essentially the use 
of reference pronouns (e.g. it, this, one) and 
articles (e.g. There are two women in the 
picture. The one on the right . . .).

Discourse markers: words or phrases 
which are primarily used in spoken 
language to add meaning to the 
interaction, e.g. you know, you see, actually, 
basically, I mean, well, anyway, like.
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PAPER 3

EXTENT/EXTENDED STRETCHES  
OF LANGUAGE
Extent/extended stretches of language: 
the amount of language produced by a 
candidate which should be appropriate 
to the task. Long turn tasks require longer 
stretches of language, whereas tasks 
which involve discussion or answering 
questions could require shorter and 
extended responses.

RELEVANCE
Relevance: a contribution that is related 
to the task and not about something 
completely different.

REPETITION
Repetition: repeating the same idea 
instead of introducing new ideas to 
develop the topic.

4. PRONUNCIATION

INTELLIGIBLE
Intelligible: a contribution which can 
generally be understood by a non-EFL/
ESOL specialist, even if the speaker has a 
strong or unfamiliar accent.

PHONOLOGICAL FEATURES
Phonological features include the 
pronunciation of individual sounds, word 
and sentence stress and intonation.

Individual sounds are:

pronounced vowels, e.g. the // in cat or 
the // in bed

diphthongs, when two vowels are rolled 
together to produce one sound, e.g. the 
// in host or the // in hate

consonants, e.g. the // in cut or the // 
in fish.

Stress: the emphasis laid on a syllable or 
word. Words of two or more syllables have 
one syllable which stands out from the 
rest because it is pronounced more loudly 
and clearly, and is longer than the others, 
e.g. imPORtant. Word stress can also 
distinguish between words, e.g. proTEST vs 
PROtest. In sentences, stress can be used 
to indicate important meaning, e.g. WHY is 
that one important? versus Why is THAT one 
important? 

Intonation: the way the voice rises 
and falls, e.g. to convey the speaker’s 
mood, to support meaning or to indicate 
new information.

5. INTERACTIVE 
COMMUNICATION

DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERACTION 
Development of the interaction: actively 
developing the conversation, e.g. by saying 
more than the minimum in response to the 
written or visual stimulus, or to something 
the other candidate/interlocutor has 
said, or by proactively involving the other 
candidate with a suggestion or question 
about further developing the topic (e.g. 
What about bringing a camera for the 
holiday? or Why’s that?).

INITIATING AND RESPONDING
Initiating: starting a new turn by 
introducing a new idea or a new 
development of the current topic. 

Responding: replying or reacting to what 
the other candidate or the interlocutor 
has said.

PROMPTING AND SUPPORTING
Prompting: instances when the 
interlocutor repeats, or uses a backup 
prompt or gesture in order to get 
the candidate to respond or make a 
further contribution.

Supporting: instances when one candidate 
helps another candidate, e.g. by providing 
a word they are looking for during a 
discussion activity, or helping them 
develop an idea.

TURN AND SIMPLE EXCHANGE
Turn: everything a person says before 
someone else speaks.

Simple exchange: a brief interaction which 
typically involves two turns in the form of 
an initiation and a response, e.g. question–
answer, suggestion–agreement.
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Language specifications
Candidates who are successful in 
Cambridge English: Preliminary should be 
able to communicate satisfactorily in most 
everyday situations with both native and 
non-native speakers of English.

The following is a list of the language 
specifications that the Cambridge English: 
Preliminary examination is based on.

INVENTORY OF 
FUNCTIONS, NOTIONS AND 
COMMUNICATIVE TASKS

Note that ‘talking’ is used below to refer to 
BOTH speaking and writing.

greeting people and responding to 
greetings (in person and on the phone)

introducing oneself and other people

asking for and giving personal details: (full) 
name, age, address, names of relatives 
and friends, etc.

understanding and completing forms 
giving personal details

understanding and writing letters, giving 
personal details

describing education, qualifications 
and skills

describing people (personal appearance, 
qualities)

asking and answering questions about 
personal possessions

asking for repetition and clarification

re-stating what has been said

checking on meaning and intention

helping others to express their ideas

interrupting a conversation

starting a new topic

changing the topic

resuming or continuing the topic

asking for and giving the spelling and 
meaning of words

counting and using numbers

asking and telling people the time, day 
and/or date

asking for and giving information about 
routines and habits

understanding and writing diaries 
and letters giving information about 
everyday activities

talking about what people are doing at 
the moment

talking about past events and states 
in the past, recent activities and 
completed actions

understanding and producing 
simple narratives

reporting what people say

talking about future or imaginary situations

talking about future plans or intentions

making predictions

identifying and describing accommodation 
(houses, flats, rooms, furniture, etc.)

buying and selling things (costs, 
measurements and amounts)

talking about food and meals

talking about the weather

talking about one’s health

following and giving simple instructions

understanding simple signs and notices

asking the way and giving directions

asking for and giving travel information

asking for and giving simple information 
about places

identifying and describing simple objects 
(shape, size, weight, colour, purpose or 
use, etc.)

making comparisons and expressing 
degrees of difference

talking about how to operate things

describing simple processes

expressing purpose, cause and result, and 
giving reasons

drawing simple conclusions and making 
recommendations

making and granting/refusing 
simple requests

making and responding to offers 
and suggestions

expressing and responding to thanks

giving and responding to invitations

giving advice

giving warnings and prohibitions

persuading and asking/telling people to 
do something

expressing obligation and lack of obligation

asking and giving/refusing permission to 
do something

making and responding to apologies 
and excuses

expressing agreement and disagreement, 
and contradicting people

paying compliments

criticising and complaining

sympathising

expressing preferences, likes and dislikes 
(especially about hobbies and leisure 
activities)

talking about physical and 
emotional feelings

expressing opinions and making choices

expressing needs and wants

expressing (in)ability in the present and in 
the past

talking about (im)probability and 
(im)possibility

expressing degrees of certainty and doubt

INVENTORY OF 
GRAMMATICAL AREAS

VERBS
Regular and irregular forms

MODALS
can (ability; requests; permission)

could (ability; possibility; polite requests)

would (polite requests)

will (offer)

shall (suggestion; offer)

should (advice)

may (possibility)

might (possibility)

have (got) to (obligation)

ought to (obligation)

must (obligation)

mustn’t (prohibition)
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need (necessity)

needn’t (lack of necessity)

used to + infinitive (past habits)

TENSES
Present simple: states, habits, systems 

and processes (and verbs not used in the 
continuous form)

Present continuous: future plans and 
activities, present actions

Present perfect simple: recent past with 
just, indefinite past with yet, already, 
never, ever; unfinished past with for 
and since

Past simple: past events

Past continuous: parallel past actions, 
continuous actions interrupted by the 
past simple tense

Past perfect simple: narrative, 
reported speech

Future with going to

Future with present continuous and 
present simple

Future with will and shall: offers, promises, 
predictions, etc.

VERB FORMS
Affirmative, interrogative, negative

Imperatives

Infinitives (with and without to) after verbs 
and adjectives

Gerunds (-ing form) after verbs 
and prepositions

Gerunds as subjects and objects

Passive forms: present and past simple

Verb + object + infinitive give/take/send/
bring/show + direct/indirect object

Causative have/get

So/nor with auxiliaries

COMPOUND VERB PATTERNS

Phrasal verbs/verbs with prepositions

CONDITIONAL SENTENCES
Type 0: An iron bar expands if/when you 

heat it.

Type 1: If you do that again, I’ll leave.

Type 2: I would tell you the answer if I 
knew it.

If I were you, I wouldn’t do that again.

SIMPLE REPORTED SPEECH
Statements, questions and commands: 

say, ask, tell

He said that he felt ill.

I asked her if I could leave.

No one told me what to do.

Indirect and embedded questions: 
know, wonder

Do you know what he said?

I wondered what he would do next.

INTERROGATIVES
What, What (+ noun)

Where; When

Who; Whose; Which

How; How much; How many; How often; 
How long; etc.

Why

(including the interrogative forms of all 
tenses and modals listed)

NOUNS
Singular and plural (regular and irregular 

forms)

Countable and uncountable nouns with 
some and any

Abstract nouns

Compound nouns

Complex noun phrases

Genitive: ’s and s’

Double genitive: a friend of theirs

PRONOUNS
Personal (subject, object, possessive)

Reflexive and emphatic: myself, etc.

Impersonal: it, there

Demonstrative: this, that, these, those

Quantitative: one, something, 
everybody, etc.

Indefinite: some, any, something, one, etc.

Relative: who, which, that, whom, whose

DETERMINERS
a + countable nouns

the + countable/uncountable nouns

ADJECTIVES
Colour, size, shape, quality, nationality

Predicative and attributive

Cardinal and ordinal numbers

Possessive: my, your, his, her, etc.

Demonstrative: this, that, these, those

Quantitative: some, any, many, much, a 
few, a lot of, all, other, every, etc.

Comparative and superlative forms 
(regular and irregular):

(not) as . . . as, not . . . enough to, too 
. . . to

Order of adjectives

Participles as adjectives

Compound adjectives

ADVERBS
Regular and irregular forms

Manner: quickly, carefully, etc.

Frequency: often, never, twice a day, etc.

Definite time: now, last week, etc.

Indefinite time: already, just, yet, etc.

Degree: very, too, rather, etc.

Place: here, there, etc.

Direction: left, right, along, etc.

Sequence: first, next, etc.

Sentence adverbs: too, either, etc.

Pre-verbal, post-verbal and end-
position adverbs

Comparative and superlative forms 
(regular and irregular)

PREPOSITIONS
Location: to, on, inside, next to, at (home), 

etc.

Time: at, on, in, during, etc.

Direction: to, into, out of, from, etc.

Instrument: by, with

Miscellaneous: like, as, due to, owing 
to, etc.

Prepositional phrases: at the beginning of, 
by means of, etc.

Prepositions preceding nouns and 
adjectives: by car, for sale, at last, etc.

Prepositions following (i) nouns and 
adjectives: advice on, afraid of, etc. 
(ii) verbs: laugh at, ask for, etc.

CONNECTIVES
and, but, or, either . . . or

when, while, until, before, after, as soon as

where

because, since, as, for
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so that, (in order) to

so, so . . . that, such . . . that

if, unless

although, while, whereas

Note that students will meet forms other 
than those listed above in Cambridge 
English: Preliminary, on which they will not 
be directly tested.

TOPICS

Clothes 

Daily life 

Education 

Entertainment and media 

Environment 

Food and drink 

Free time 

Health, medicine and exercise 

Hobbies and leisure 

House and home 

Language

People

Personal feelings, experiences and opinions

Personal identification

Places and buildings

Relations with other people

Services

Shopping

Social interaction

Sport

The natural world

Transport

Travel and holidays

Weather

LEXIS

The Cambridge English: Preliminary and 
Cambridge English: Preliminary for Schools 
examinations include items which 
normally occur in the everyday vocabulary 
of native speakers using English today.

Candidates should know the lexis 
appropriate to their personal requirements, 
for example, nationalities, hobbies, likes 
and dislikes.

Note that the consistent use of American 
pronunciation, spelling and lexis is 
acceptable in Cambridge English: Preliminary 
and Cambridge English: Preliminary for 
Schools.

A list of vocabulary that could appear 
in the Cambridge English: Preliminary and 
Cambridge English: Preliminary for Schools 
examinations is available on our website:

www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/
preliminary/preparation

The list does not provide an exhaustive list 
of all the words which appear in Cambridge 
English: Preliminary and Cambridge English: 
Preliminary for Schools question papers and 
candidates should not confine their study 
of vocabulary to the list alone.

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH

English is used in a wide range of 
international contexts. To reflect this, 
candidates’ responses to tasks in 
Cambridge English exams are acceptable 
in all varieties and accents of English, 
provided they do not interfere with 
communication. Materials used feature a 
range of accents and texts from English-
speaking countries, including the UK, 
North America and Australia. US and 
other versions of spelling are accepted if 
used consistently.

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/preliminary/preparation
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/preliminary/preparation
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PROMPT SENTENCE
the complete sentence given as the 
opening or closing line of a story in 
Cambridge English: Preliminary Writing 
Part 3.

REFERENCING
the technique of using ‘referents’.

REFERENT
a word or term that refers to another 
person, place, etc.

REGISTER
the tone of a piece of writing. The register 
should be appropriate for the task and 
target reader, e.g. a letter of application is 
written in a formal register.

RUBRIC
the instructions to an examination 
question which tell the candidate what to 
do when answering the question.

TARGET READER
the intended recipient of a piece of writing. 
It is important to ensure that the effect 
of a written task on a target reader is a 
positive one.

Acronyms

ALTE
The Association of Language Testers 
in Europe.

CEFR
Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages.

EFL
English as a Foreign Language.

ESOL
English for Speakers of Other Languages.

UCLES
University of Cambridge Local 
Examinations Syndicate.

Cambridge English: 
Preliminary Glossary
ANSWER SHEET
the form on which candidates record 
their responses.

ASSESSOR
the Speaking test examiner who assigns a 
score to a candidate’s performance, using 
analytical criteria to do so.

CLOZE TEST
a type of gap-filling task in which whole 
words have been removed from a text and 
which candidates must replace.

COHERENCE
language which is coherent is well planned 
and clear, and all the parts or ideas fit well 
so that they form a united whole.

COLLABORATIVE TASK
the opportunity in the Speaking test for 
the candidates to engage in a discussion 
and work together towards a negotiated 
outcome of the task set.

DISCOURSE
written or spoken communication.

GAP-FILLING ITEM
any type of item which requires the 
candidate to insert some written material 
– letters, numbers, single words, phrases, 
sentences or paragraphs – into spaces in 
the text. The response may be supplied 
by the candidate or selected from a set 
of options.

GIST
the central theme or meaning of the text.

IMPEDING ERROR
an error which prevents the reader from 
understanding the word or phrase.

INTERLOCUTOR
the Speaking test examiner who conducts 
the test and makes a global assessment of 
each candidate’s performance.

ITEM
each testing point in a test which is given a 
separate mark or marks.

KEY
the correct answer to an item.

LEXICAL
adjective from lexis, meaning to do 
with vocabulary.

LONG TURN
the opportunity in the Speaking test for a 
candidate to talk uninterrupted for a period 
of time, enabling them to produce an 
extended piece of discourse.

LOZENGE
the space on the mark sheet which 
candidates must fill in to indicate their 
answer to a multiple-choice question.

MULTIPLE CHOICE
a task where candidates are given a set of 
several possible answers of which only one 
is correct.

MULTIPLE MATCHING
a task in which a number of questions 
or sentence-completion items, generally 
based on a reading text, are set. The 
responses are provided in the form of a 
bank of words or phrases, each of which 
can be used an unlimited number of times.

OPENING AND CLOSING FORMULAE
the expressions, either formal or informal, 
that are usually used to open and close 
letters, e.g. ‘Dear Maria . . . With best 
wishes from . . .’, or ‘Dear Mr Dakari . . . 
Yours sincerely . . .’.

OPTIONS
the individual words in the set of possible 
answers for a multiple-choice item.

PARAPHRASE
to give the meaning of something using 
different words.

PRETESTING
a stage in the development of test 
materials at which items are tried out 
with representative samples from the 
target population in order to determine 
their difficulty.



Improve your teaching every day at

www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org

The best 
teachers 
never stop 
learning

Writing: 

THREE PARTS, including:

•	 One task focusing on vocabulary and grammar

•	 One communicative task of 35–45 words

•	 One longer piece (choice between an informal 
letter or a story) of about 100 words

Reading: 

•	 FIVE PARTS, each with one or more texts and a set 
of questions

•	 Texts range from very short notices to longer 
adapted-authentic texts

•	 Covers a range of reading skills, from word up to 
whole-text level

PAPER 1: Reading and Writing 1 hour 30 mins

•	 FIVE PARTS, each with one or more recordings and 
a set of questions 

•	 Texts may be monologues or dialogues based on 
authentic situations 

•	 Covers a range of listening skills on a range of 
everyday topics

•	 TWO PARTS, covering interaction with the 
examiner and with another candidate

•	 Tests are taken in pairs, or sometimes a group of 
three 

•	 Candidates answer questions about themselves 
and ask and answer questions about factual non-
personal information

•	 FOUR PARTS, each with one or more recordings 
and a set of questions

•	 Texts may be monologues or dialogues based on 
authentic situations

•	 Covers a range of listening skills, including 
identifying key information and identifying attitude 
and opinion

•	 FOUR PARTS, covering different 
interaction patterns

•	 Tests are taken in pairs, or sometimes a group 
of three

•	 Includes answering short questions, speaking 
at length about a picture, discussing, expressing 
opinions and responding 

PAPER 2: Listening PAPER 3: Speaking 10–12 minsabout 36 mins

Quick overview
What level is the exam?
Cambridge English: Preliminary is targeted at  
Level B1, which is intermediate on the CEFR 
scale. At this level users can:

understand factual information 
and show awareness of opinions, 
attitudes and mood in both spoken 
and written English. 

It can be used as proof of a candidate’s ability 
to use English to communicate with native 
speakers for everyday purposes.



Cambridge English: Preliminary, also known as Preliminary English  
Test (PET), is at Level B1 of the Common European Framework  
of Reference for Languages (CEFR) published by the Council  
of Europe.

Cambridge English: Preliminary is accredited by Ofqual, the statutory 
regulatory authority for external qualifications in England and its 
counterparts in Wales and Northern Ireland; for more information, 
see www.ofqual.gov.uk

© UCLES 2016 | CE/3512/6Y06

*8523988460*

Cambridge English  
Language Assessment 
1 Hills Road 
Cambridge  
CB1 2EU 
United Kingdom
 
cambridgeenglish.org/helpdesk /CambridgeEnglish /CambridgeEng

/CambridgeEnglishTVcambridgeenglish.org/ 
preliminary

Cambridge English Language Assessment is part of the University of Cambridge. We develop and produce the most valuable range of 
qualifications for learners and teachers of English in the world. Over 5 million people in 130 countries take our exams every year. Around 
the world over 20,000 universities, employers, government ministries and other organisations rely on our exams and qualifications as 
proof of English language ability. Cambridge English exams are backed by the work of the largest dedicated research team of any English 
language test provider.

Cambridge English Language Assessment – a not-for-profit organisation.

All details are correct at the time of going to print in June 2016. Handbook for teachers
for exams from 2016

In
de

pe
nd

en
t  

us
er

Ba
si

c 
us

er

B1

90

80

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

180

190

200

210

220

230

C1

C2

B2

A2

A1

Below

A1

Pr
ofi

ci
en

t  
us

er

CEFR

http://www.ofqual.gov.uk
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/helpdesk
http://www.facebook.com/cambridgeenglish
http://www.twitter.com/cambridgeeng
http://www.youtube.com/cambridgeenglishtv
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/preliminary

